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Components of film originally examined: Not Applicable. 

Feature: 

Trailers: 


Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 

Classification Decision: 

Objectionable. 

Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 
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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled King of Pain is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The book tends to promote and support the exploitation of children and young persons 
for sexual purposes, and promotes and supports acts of torture, the infliction of 
extreme cruelty, and the use of violence and coercion to compel females (and to a 
lesser extent males) to participate in and submit to sexual conduct. To promote and 
support or tend to promote and support these activities deems the publication 
objectionable under s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 
(the FVPC Act). 

The book mainly contains a fictional story describing non-consensual, sexualised 
violence and consensual sexual activities including intercourse. The book promotes 
and supports or tends to promote and support the activities listed above by presenting 
them in explicit, titillatory detail for the sexual stimulation of a predominantly male 
readership, and by advertising other books with titles indicating similar themes available 
for the same purpose. The other titles indicate ‘young’ and ‘teen’ sexual themes. In the 
main story females are repeatedly subjected to sexualised violence that presents as 
torture and the infliction of extreme cruelty, by males who are sexually aroused by the 
activities and who justify their own conduct as necessary and desirable. Women are 
repeatedly beaten on their buttocks with canes, belts, and other items, until they are cut 
and bleeding. To resist prolongs the assault. Other activities explicitly described for 
reader stimulation include forced fellatio and anal intercourse, restraining women on 
steel chairs with flaming oil beneath, and positioning a board of nails under a woman’s 
buttocks while she is restrained on a rack. 

Further, the book is likely to reinforce or contribute to negative male attitudes toward 
homosexual people. Males become angry or violent at any suggestion that they may be 
homosexual. The ‘lesbian’ characters are the most severely abused of all the females; 
they are suggested to be masochistic because they are lesbians, and their treatment is 
justified due to their incestuous ‘drepavity’. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (the NZBR Act) as they relate to this publication. Section 3(2) of the 
FVPC Act is determined to apply, which is a deeming provision intended to limit the 
freedom of expression affirmed in si4 of the NZBR Act. This limit is prescribed by law. 
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